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Toa Ci71 z E8-bf London, 


VVherein is ſhewed the true meaning of the Scatuce, 
Enciculed, | | 
An AF toprevent and ſuppreſs Seditious Conventicles, 


As alſo, the falſe Gloſſes and laterpretations detected, 


And it is evinced by Undeniable Reaſons that the Quakers and 
others that are ordinarily commitred to Priſon, by Juſtices of 
the Peace and Chief Magiſtrates of Corporations, upon that 
Statute, are not guilty of the breachof it ; and yet 1n reaſon 

. it is impoſſible to convict any man among us of being preſent . 
at a Meeting, under pretence and colour of any Jens $- elts 

: gron in other manner than u allowed by the Lyturgy or Prattice 
of the Church of England, except thoſ. chat in their. Meetings 
are manifeſtly Sedirious or otherwiſe notoriouſly wicked, 

And that thatJuryman that finds any other perſon guilty,is him» 
ſelf guilty 6f Perjury, and liable to the Vengeance of God 
apon his Family and Trade, Body and Soul, in this world 
and that to come. | 


4 


Hales of Schiſm. 

For indeed all Pious Aſſemblies in times of Perſecution and Corruptions, how-= 
ſeever praftiſed, are indeed, or rather alone, the Lawful Congregations and 
Pmublick, Aſſemblies ; though according to form of Law, are indeed nothing 
elſe but Riots and Convenicles, if they be. ſtained with Corrnption and St- 
pnſition. 


Londen, Printed in-the Year, 1664. _ 
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ALE R to a Citizen of LOND ON, &c. 
. , Dear SER, « ERA | . 

\ Sitis the hature of true Love and Friendſhip, both to with 

and endeavour the Good:and VYeal of thoſe we have rc-. 
"i ciftred iy our hearts for Friends; -ſo it-cannot be but that 

the happineſs of the one will redound to the ofher, and 
there will need nothing to the making your Friend partner in your 
Joyes but thgknowledge of them. But among all Goods that can 
beautike a d, none is comparable to that of a mind habituated 
to Holineſs, Wdelighting to do the V Vill of God, And becauſe 
God ſpeaks to its by our Conſciences, it muſt rieeds be our neceſſary 
duty to-walk aecording to the Light we find ip that Divine Cloſet, 
And inaſmuch: as the Light and Knowledge, at leaſt a great part of it, 
comes from without, through the windows of.our ſenſes, we-ought b 

all means to keep thoſe Mediums pure and untinRured ; for othetwite 
the Light in our Souls wil not be clear & orient. How can I then but 
greatly rejoyce in youzwhom I find not only willing to obey,but dili» 
vent to know your Heavenly Maſters Wil? the former of theſe Divine 
Qualities ſeparates you from the multitude of the world that lies in 
wickedneſs and diſobedience, the latter diftingaithes you from ign6- 
rant Zealots and blindly obedient. Not but that I confidently believe 

thatGod that gave his Son for us when we were Enemies, will much 
more pardon and-ſave us, being weak, and in ſome things ignorant 
Friends : but many and lamentable are the ſad Conſequences even 
2 of pardonable Ignorance, much more ef the damnable Ignorance of 
- Thole that io killing and caſting out the Servants of God, think, they 
do God good Service, And I have no ſlender grounds of fear [eſt this 
may be the caſe of many of thoſe that ar£ forward in executing penal 
Statutes upon Religious perſons fot matters relating properly to their 
Religion and Conſcience. And leſt you may in the leait offend, 
through Ignorance of any ſort, _ are vleaſed to azk my advice what 
2 you 


' - you-ſthou! it ſhonld be your lot tobe called fotth on a Grand 
| or other Jury, for the putting in execution.the late "= 


"uled, / An Aft to prevent and ſappreſs Setitions Conventicles. Id 
iſh'yc "had eds uſe of ſome. oc £6 this Queſtion, that had been 

Silled in the Laws of Exgiarnd, rather than of me that am whol-. 
in that Budy ; but however, being aſſureFan will pardon 


__- amhat oi know flows from a fincere intention, not be afraid 
+ wo give you my. private judgment as a Chriſtian ateveritis) ina 


42 **8&3ic that may be my own as well” as yours, though likely to be yours 
"firſt, We have ſeen the Title of the AR already, it proceedsthbug.: 
| ; For providing therefore of further and more ſpetdy remedies/4 S 

the growing and dierow ices of Seditions Scftaries and ofier dif. 
loyal perſons, who' under pretence of tender Conſtiences, do at their Meet - 
ings contrive Inſurreftions, as late - *-"_g bath fkewed : Be it 


enalted by the Kings moſt excellem Majeſty, by and with ge advice and 
#80n{ent of the "7 Spiretnal and Temporal, and C n this prefent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſan, That if any 
Jrrſon of the age of 27 yn or upwards, being a Subjett of this Realm, 
 #t any t1me after the firſt day of July,which ſhall be in the year of our Lord 
x664, ſhall be preſent at any Afſembly, Conventicle or Meeting, r1ndey 
tolouy or pretenice of any exerciſe of Relrgion, in other  thas it als 
" lowed by the-Lyturgy or. Praftice of the Church of England: 1% an) place 
within the Kingdons of England, Domymon' of Wales, or Town of Ber- 
wick #pen Tweed, at which C os Mack or Aſſembly there ſhi 
be five perſons or more aſſembled together, over and abeve thoſe of the / 9 
| 3 Then it ſhall and way be lawful to and for any two Fuſtices of the 
Peace, of the County, Limit, Divifon, or Liberty wherein the Offence «- 
ro ſhall be committed, or for the Chief Magiſtrate of rhe place where 
ſu ence aforeſaid ſhall be commuted (if it be within. a Corporation 


where there are not two Tuftices of the Peace.) Ard they are hereby requi- I 
rell and enjoyned, upon proof to thew or bim,vefÞþeftively, made of ſuch Of» 


fence, ither by Confeſſion of the Party, or Oath of Witneſs, or notor;ous 
Evidence of the Fatt-(which Oath the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace and Chief 
Magiſtrate EP are hereby impowred: and reqtired to adminiſter ) 
ro. make Record of every ſuch Offence and Offences under their Hands and 
Seals peſpettively ; which Record ſo maile as aforeſaid, ſhall to all: iritents 
&vd pierpoſes be in Law taken ard adjudged to be a fultand perfelt Con- 

* wition of -every ſuch Offender for ſuch Offence : Ant thetewpey T ſaid 
IO % : & ices 


Joftiter and Chief Magiſtrate refpettively, ſhall commuce every ſuch Off en: 
der ſo convitted 41 aforeſaid, to the Goal ay of pot "ggr wy tos 
remein withou: Bail or Mainpriz.e for any time not exceeding the ſpace of 
thbrtr months, Knlefs' ſuch, Gre. _ abed ial > 

Now Sir, give me leave to tellgou,. that there, are ſome-that ex-- 
cept againſtthe whole AQ as nyll-{hd void in- it ſelf, as all Statutes 
are thatare made againſ Piety,as this ſeems to them to be : but then 
COD jadge, take it for granted that it forbids ſome exerciſe + 
of Religion which God commands. or allows, and-in that caſe. all 
dawyers will readily confeſs it to be of no more forcethan King Da- 
rim his Decree, Das..6, agzinſt asking any Petition of God or man 
for thirty dayes ſave of himſelf, and which Decree Darie! was by a 


mitacle defended in diſobeying, | 
Another Exception which they conceive deſtroyes the whole At is, 
its contrariety to the Fundamental Laws of the Land inveſpet of its 
proceedings ; for it ſeems contrary tothe beſt Clauſe in alhthat ſo 
much magnified Cagne Charta, Viz. chap. 29, Nullns liber hyno 
capiater vel impriſonctur,aut diſ[riftetar de libero T enements ſuoguel liber= 
ratibus, vel liberis conſuttudimbus ſuls, aut ut legttur, ant exubetur aut 
aliquo meds deftruatur, ver ſuper eu 1bimu nec. ſuper enm mittee, 
if per ltgale Tudicium parium ſnorum, vel per-legem terra, Null ven= 
| dens, wills negabimus aut differemus juſtitiam wel reftum. '** No Free 
« Man may be taken,,or impriſoned, or diſſeiſed of -his free Tene- 
< ment, or his Liberties or free Cuitomes, or Oat-lawed of Baniſh- 
«ed, orany Way Deſtroyed : Neither will-we go upon kim, or ſend 
© upon him,. but by lawful Judgment of his Equals, or by the Law 
« of the Land. We will ſell to nope, we will deny to none, or-de- 
e«fer Juſtice or Right. Ir is to be obſerved that that great Lawyer 
Sit Edward Cook, 2d Part Inf. p. 49. obſerves upon the Expoſition | 
. of Per Legale Fudicinum, that the manner of Trial by Fwries was by 
Law before this Statute it ſelf, and ſo is more ancient than Magna / 
Charte.. And upon theſe. words, p,50. Nie Logs terra; But by the 
Law of the Land, he ſaith it 18,without due Proceſs of Law ; and that is 
by IndiGment or Preſentment of gord and lawful men where ſuth deeds be 
dene,in dxt manner, or by Writ original of the Common Law.. ©* Agdinft 
«4 this Ancient and Fundamental Law, I find ( ſaith he ) an Afof. 
« Parliament Made, that aſwel Juſtices of Azty as Juſticegof the - 


© Pegce ( Without any finding or preſentment _by te Yerdif? of _ ; 
| **men); 


"x 
—_— 


Fes I : 
"Tmen') upop 4 bare Information for 'the King before them made, 
« (houtd have full Power and Authority by their diſcretions to hear 
& 4nd derermine all Offences and Contempts committed or done b 
« any perſon or perſons againſt the Form, Ordinance, and E 
** of any Statute made and not repealed, &c; . By cologr of which 
«© 4 ſhaking this Funndamental -Law, 1t is not credible'what horrt= 
<« ble Oppreffions, and Exactions, to the undoing of infinite num- 
<« hers of People, were committed by Sir Richard Empſon Kr, and 
« Edmund Dudley, being Jultices of the, Peace, throughout Emigland : 
*« Andupon this unjuſt and injurious eAtﬀ(as commonly in like caſes 
*cit falleth out ) a new Office was-erected, -and they made* Maſters - 
*© of the Kings Fotrfeitures. | ts 
& But at the Parliament holden in the firſt yeat of Henry the 8th, 
©« this AZ of the 11th of Hemnry the 7th, is Teceited, made void, 
*« 2nd repealed ; and the Reaſon thereof 1s yeelded, for that by force 
« of the ſaid Af, ir was manifeſtly known,that many finiſter, craf- 
«ry, feigned, and forged Informations had been purſued againſt | 
<« divers of the Kings Subjeas, to their great damage and wrongful ' 
« yvexation, And the ill ſucceſs hereof, and the fearful end of theſe | 
<<© two Oppreflors, ſhould deter others from committing the like; . 
& and ſhould adtmonilh Parliaments, Thar inſtead of this ordinary, 
<< and pretious Trial, Pey L-gews Terra,they being'not in abſolute and 
©« partial Trials by difcretion. - Thus far Cook, * | 
Now Sir, Inaſmuch as this Ai allows two Juſtices of Peace, or - 
the cheif Magiſtrate of the place, not only to be Witneſſes, but ts 
paſs Sentence 6f Impriſonment or -Firie, and make Record of the 
Offence, without any Finding or Preſentment by the Judgment of 
wwelve men; it being contrary, both to the Cuſtome of Explad, 
Magna Charta, and the Sratste of Henry the 8th, they judge it abſo- 
lutely »#l and of #0 effef : So that thoſe that carry on the execution 
.of it are liable to ths ſame miſerable end with Empſor and Dudley 
- aforeſaid, Beſides, That this Judgment and Record of one or two 
Juſtices of the Peace, is full two parts of ' the proceedings, whereby 
5290, of his poor Neighbours may be Baniſhed from their native 
Country, their dear Wives, ſweet Babes, loving Friends, and all 
other accommodations, itits another world, for ſeven years ; yea,and 
tf they return bef@re that time expired, to be hanged as Felons : And 
all this for nothing but worſhipping God according to what they are 
| | | fully 


(02) | 
fully perſwaded to be his Will. Is this according to the ſo much” 
Celebrated Laws of- Exgland ? Judge, O ye Twrks and Pagans ! 

But ſuppoſe we that this Aft were as jult in every-reſpeQas Juſtice 
it ſelf, and moſt necceſlary to the Weal of the Nation, ſo; that at 
leaft, athird part of the People would be defiroyed without it be du-- 
ly executed ( as they are likely. to be'by| the executionof it ). yet it 
muſt by no means be executed upon thoſe that are not. proved to be 
ouilty of the breach of it : Letus ſee then, what is necceflary robe 

oved againſt every man or. woman that is julily-convited of Breach 
of this Aft. | Firf,Fhe Priſoner muſt be ſixteen years of apr. 2ly, He 
muſt be « Snbjett of this Realm. 3dly., Ae muſtbe preſent at an Afſem- 
bly, Conventicle or Meeting, ' 4thly. Such Aflembly, Conventicle. or 
Meet;ng mult be held under colozr or pretence of ſome exerciſe of Religion, 
Fthly. He muſt be preſert at fuch Aſſembly or Mecting under tuch 
colour or pretence of ſome exerciſe of Religtan, + 6thly, That: ex- 
_ erciſe of Religion muſt be in another manner-then: 1s allowed by the 

Lytwrgie, or Praitice of the Church of England. zthly. There muſt 
be preſent at this Aflembly five perſovs over and above thoſe of the 
ſame houthold. If the Witneſſes fail in any one of theſe Particulars, 
the Indiament 18-2e:4.". 'Now Sir, '1/beſeech you,' Where ſhall we 
find Witnefles competent for ſuch Evidence? Take, for example, 2 
Meeting of Quakers, for they are moſt free and oper in their Wor- 
ſhip ; who will be ſo daring as to venture bis ſoul upon ir, That they 
meet together nader pretence or colour af any txerciſe of: Religion. in other 
manner then i allowed bytbeLrturgy or pratiuce of the Church of England? 
or if any: ſhould be' fo bold-and madg as-to make: no Conſcience of 
Swearing anything that the Judges ſhould: bid him Swear, Shall you, 
or 1, be fo mad as to believe him, or be ſatisfied in our conſciences 
that it is ſo ? For, . let us:conſider, what knowledge: is requiſite in 
ſuch a Witneſs, | and then try the Hackyey-#neffes whether- they be 
ſo-quallified,, Firft, It is neceſſary, that he &zow every ſingle perſon 
againſt whom he' bears Teſtimony, was there- preſexr under colour or 
pretence of Religion + But how ſhould he know this, except every 
ſuch perſon'ſhould tell him ſo? Bur they do conſtantly. aver, That 
they come hot togethes under any pretence or colour (As pretence 
and colour:is oppoſed to intention and reality) and therefore are not 
ilty, I-beſeech'you, mark, the Att doth not ſay, 3 hoſoever fhall 

| van at a3 exerciſe of Religion, but, ſhall be preſent | under — 
. g 0 


| C8) #7 
of any exerciſe df Religion ; Which. words of pretence and colowy art'ed 
no purpoſe, and mighc have been ſpared, if to be { preſent ] at x Re- 
4igious Meeting be ſufficient tomake a-man guilty. ' 'So that really, 
according to the beſtunderſtandingT have, they do wickedly abuſe 
the King and Partiament that adjudge men guilty upon any other a 
ſcore. Again, It is uſual both for Quakers and others, to viſit one | 
another, and being together, they take occafion to doſome Act of 
Religion, andperhaps, are found therein,and apprehended ; What, 
did they therefore come togetherunder-colour of Religion, 'becaufe 
* they are Religious? [Are both thoſe that profeſs to meet for Reli- 
vion, and thoſe that profeſs it not, but ſomewhat elſe, equally guit- 
Ty ? Such a Witneſs muſt be.of wonderful diſcerning. : 
But ſuppoſe we, that our Judges will perſwade the filly Witnefles, 
that, if rhey were found Praying, or Exhorting -one another, that 
is then the pretence of Religion is evident, (for 1 will not-1magin ſo 
much wickedneſs in any of -our Judges as in Br. to acjudge men 
guilty, that ſay,nor do any thing ) But: 2dly, our Witneſs muſt know, 
- that this exerciſe of Religion was in other manner then is allowed . 
by the Lytwrgy or practice of the Church of Exgland ; and bow ſhall 
he know that? Can any man tell what the Lytargre allows, except 
he hath readit al, andevery part,'or heard it read? and truly, there: 
1s little leſs than the whole Bible contained in the Le1wrgy, if you < 
conſider the Epiſiles, Goſpels and Chapters that are there appointed to 
be read. So that the refult wilb be, Whether this exerciſe of Reli-_ 
gian be allowediin the B:ble,. or Lyrwrgy or Prathce of the Church of 
England, and/thenit will be neceflary that our Deponent have read or 
known, underfiood, and remembred all, -andevery part of the holy 
Scriptures ; all, and every part of the Liteargy ; all, and every part 
of the Prethce of the Church of England: concerning Religion , 
whether it be written, or not written, He muſt alſo be able ro com- 
pare this exerciſe. of Religion in the accuſed Afﬀembly, with the 
Scriptures, Laturgy, and Prafiice of the Church of England, | He 
mult alſo be.able roderermine all Controverfies in Religion, to know . 
- on Which fide the Truth lies berween the part accuſed and the Ex- «+ 
erciſe of Religion allqwed by the Scriptures, Lyturgy, or Practice of 
the Church of Exgland,and if perhaps the Lyturgy Practice of the 
Church of England do thwart and ontradald the Scnptures, or one 
another,ofThemſelves concerning this point of Religion in queſtion, 
bs, 4 fo 


p; 


n; 
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ſo that they do in ſome places -aliow-it,and in ther places diſallow i 
QF Witneſs mul be able to determine certainl nhanreA, , That 
thisexerciſe'of Religion is not/allowed by the L— or Pratlice of: 
the-Church of * England ; and then, | eris mihs wagnus Apollo Þ - 
Bur'you will ſay, - perhaps, - That it is deternuned by the Church 
of Evglandalready What only exexcile of Religion is allowed, and. 
by conſequence all other are diſallowed ; 'So that, the Witnels.needs 
only to tell, In what manner they exereiſed Religion,and the Judges 
will tell the Jury, That the Lyzwrgy and Proffice of the Church 
of England doth allowit, and then 1t will be clear between the Wit» 
neſs and the Judges to the Juxy-man's conſcience, that the Priſoner 
is guilty according to the /ad;fment. But will this fatisfie you Siz 2: 
Can you take a aflbans and teaſty Judge's word 88 your infalli- 
ble DireRar in-ſo many moſt difficult Controverſies as muſt in this 
caſe'be decided > Wilt you pin your Faith upon the Judges fleeve 3a 
marters of Religion, ( of which perhaps he knows no more then be 
can find in the Starwre-Book, ) when. you bave rejeRed the Church of 
Rome, wWithall her pretences of »fallbulity, from beipg Determi- 
neſsin thismatcer? where I prayhath the Church. of Exg/ond de- 
us 


termined all As of Refigion'that areto de performed by fue.ar Ber 
=<ry# Doth (he not tell us, the Scriptures re the Word of Goge. 
h ſhe not commend it as a perfe& Rulr of 'Faith, : and Manners * 
Doth ſhe not ##anſhte ic into our Mother Tongue, -and:cbarge us-:t 
zeade it diligiently-? And muſt we'not obey Wwhatiwe fudge: Ws; hog 4 
there ? \The Papiftrarcin far derter caſe: thanme, | that ars, not PRA , 
mitted to-read the Scriptures, jf. when we have read, abanime: met, | 
be puniſhed for underRanding and obeying thee the beſt -w# Gaps. |, 
wittily done, Robin Everard, that didft chooſe rather t0 gate mage 
than return to the Church of Exg/avd !- perhaps thout thought” 
was haſtningthither, and thou wouldſt go baſors 10 get 8g09d;4y3h7 
ter; 4s fearing thou [houldſi ſcarce ger ainy, entertaivment when 
great an Army came. But to returh, *Doth\ the Gihusch oof: England | 
allow only one tnanner of exerciſe.of Refigion, 'that is; reading #hg = 
Lyturgy? Why then do ye Preachers uſually make Prayers betoge.ana \4 
after yourSermons, that are not in the Lyturgy ? Doth notabe*Chinch -”” 
of England aftow what the Scriptures command -butthe divine Au- + 
thor to the Hebrews commands Chriſtians, Heb; 10.:244 25... To. 60x p 
fide one anether, to proviky ea x Love,. nnd to:Good Horks, avd 
WET « 
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'* wot to forſake the aſſembling FE A together, as the manner of ſom ic ; 
' For how ſhouldthey oke-one another to Love and Good.Warks, 
if they ſhould not Afſemble ? » but youwill ſay, - They muſt aſſemble 
among thetr Neighbors at Church;but there is only one permitted to 
exhort the reſt, if any other ſhould ſpeak there to exhort one another, 
' he ſhould preſently be haled to pyiſon, and perhaps loſe his. life 
among the Rabble, The ſame Author commands us t9-exbort one ans. 
ther daily, while it ts calle&'to day, leſt any be hardened through the deceit- 
fulntfs of ſn, What,wil fiot che Church of £»g/and allow us toendea-, 
vour to prevent the deceirfulneſs of fin,and bhadneſs of heatc ? Surely 
the Lyturgy ( in the Letany) hath one clauſe againſt hardneſs of 
heart ; muſt we pray againſt it, and not labour againſt it ? How ab- 
furd is that ? 'Ox what? 'doth not the Church of England allow a man 
to reade the Scriptures or'the Lyturgy in his own. Family, if there be 
five perſons befides his Family? And is not reading the Scriptures. 
an exerciſe of my aa ? Doth not the Church of Exgl/and allow five 
perſons beſides the Family to meet together, to conſult of relieving 
: poor Widow or Fatherlefs, and to <xhort and ſtix-; up, one, another to 
this work by-mutual Conference or continued Speeches, and Orati- 
ons out'of the Scriptures, and-ro pray-for one another, that they 
"may kerp themſelves nnſported from the Adulteries, Fornications, 
Prophane Swearings, Oppreſſions, Cruelties, Malice,  Envie, Re-. 
yenge,  Covenant-Breaking, Perſecution of Good men, and all 
Mannerof Debautherys of the times ? But the Apoſile Famer ſaith, 
Pwr Religion, 'and ed ic this, to viſit the Fatherlef aud Widdows 
3»n their aff tion, and-to keep bumſelf nnſpotted from the. world, Who 
willyare to take his Oath, the Church ofErgland doth not this allow? 
Again, I would fain know whether a man may not invite fix poor 
er to his Houſe, and there feed their hungry bodies, and inſtru& 
their ignotant ſouls in the knowledge of the Goſpel,without incurring 
the penalty of this:Law ? Is not this an AR of Religion ? Can any 
man"be ſaved withour Charicy ? Doth the Church of Exglaxd net al- 
low us to go itt the way to Heaven, except it baniſhus to Barbados or 
Famaice ? It ſhall be lawful there to obey God and be Merciful, bur 
notin England, | pE5:; 
t The holy Apoſtle Paxl bids us, Roms.12, 15. Rejoyce with themihat 
rejofces, and mourn with them that monrn; and the Apoſile Fame: bids 
us Confeſs our fanirs one to another, and prey one for another, ( Jam. 5. 
| 16, ) 


IT 
x6, -) that we may be healed ; Wha, muſt we not do it, five 
fix together, without Baniſhment ? Dothnot the Churchi of Eng | 
allow it > Have we not juſt cauſe to ſay to:theſe, as our Lord ſaid to 
the Sctibes and Phariſes, Thus have ye made the Commandment of Oof 
of none effeft by your Tradition, Statute. ; 2 3 
Nay, beſides the Contradiion to our Saviour's Commands; 
Doth not ſuch an Interpretation of this Law, ( forbidding all Reſi. 
gion of fix perſons, but What is performed at Church by keatin 2 

Parſon , reade the Lyturgy, as the never-to-be-forgotten Judge 
Bridgman expounded it to the ever-to-be-remarked Hartford Juryes ) 
Doth it not I ſay, make us inhumane beaſts, as well as irrelieious 
men and women ? for how can a man in prudence ſuffer his wife to 
A to her, neighbours labour when ſhe cryes out for her help, leſt per- 
aps there ſhould be four more, and they all be taken for Convenri- 
clers, for certainly in ſuch extrenuries, it is uſual for the Labouring 
woman to cry to God for help, which is a plain A& of Religion ; 
nay, Thear it is common to the good Women after they'have finiſh- 
ed their work, for the Midwife or ſome other to give rhanks,' and 
pray ſolemnly in other manner than is any where to be found in the 
yturgy. Letit therefore be conſidered, that the Travelling-wo- 
man, or any other for ber, be henceforth prohibited ro Pray unto Goti 
in ſuch caſes, leſt ſhe bring upon her Neighbours for their good-will - 

and humanity, the penalty of three or ſix mopths impriſonment,''br 
Baniſhment for ſeven years. Or far better ſecurity, ler t Parſon . 
alwayes be ſent for as ſoon as the Midwife, to aR his patt among the 
200d Women till, their work be finiſhed. hy te 
Again, bow will it be ſafe for a man togo to. bis deceaſed Neigh: 
bours funeral, If ſome body ſhould ſalutethe ſurviving Relative 
with a / pray God comfort you, or I pray God. prop Jou' Foy after your 
Sorrow, and ſo thake the whole company liable to' a penaſty ?* The 

like may be ſaid, for praying Foy to a new married Couple, orſayi 
Ged be with you to our friend, taking a Journey by Land, or z'V, I 
by Sea, or much more for five perſons going to their. neighbours iN 
dinner, except the Prieſt be there to 'fay Grace, or + 
But laſtly, I know not how any perſons meeting mary 3. 
any Occaſion whatſoever'can eſcape, taking Judge Br; [oman's Sent- 
tence for Law, thatis, ſaith he, Tow muſt not expeft a plain punitual 
Evidence againſt them for any thing no ſaid or did mt their er 
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id 5k i go 33 5%; Nurg (12 I raj - Sie? 74 . 
ber ey. mha echo ons another though not with or by auriculer ſound, 
wt hya caſt of theee, or a mation ff the head or foot, or gifture of the 
us ett 4 you find br believe in your hearts that thty were im the Mers- 
ing under color of Religion in their way, thongh they ſate. ſill only, aud 
d upon #4cb other, ſecing they cannot [ay what they. did there, it wa 
mn Mecting, &c. Ie they-that are [worn to give Verdi ac- 
210 Evidencezmiay,proceed to condemn met withoutEvidence' 
according to what they believe in their beart ; andifthey may with- 
out. fearing. or- ſeeing what they did, judge them according to what 
may be 11 STE or geſtures ; then may the Judge have his skin 
pulled over his ears for falſe Judgment, for it may be he knows in his 
own conſcience it.was. ſo, . But ſaith hey their wſe and prafiice was not 
peta tothe Lyeurgie of the Church of England, for it allows and 


£ 


Y 


be 
ould be-reed, Oc. Is it not rarely well argued? the Lyturgy com- 
ads that When 2 meet together in the Church,Divide Service 


| (hall read, therefore. it dath-not allow chat when people are mer 
- Together 4n-a private boyſe, Divine Exhortations ſhould be given, ot 


that people. ſhould ft together without ſaying or doing any thing; 
Toro T3 rs Latin, but. Lawyers Logich,, and the gteat and 
dreadfal God 4 gy a and Earth will try it, whether it be thade in 
any true mode pf figure of Juſtice.. I have proved to you that in 
mady caſes, and. might in many mare, that if the Lycurgy be nor 
contrary to the. Scriptures and it felf, it allows of Meetings and Ats 
of Religion, the manner Whereof is not determined by the Lyturgy 
of the Church of Exg/and, . The Judge might as well have argued 
thus ;. The Lygur y- allows. men to cat and drink Bread and Wine 
given. by the mT” Prieſt at Church ; Therefore men may nor 
eat and drink Bread and Wine with thankſgiving at their-own Ta- 
bles.- If a Sophiſter in the Schools ſhould uſe ſuch a Fallacy, tte might 
de ys at, for 3. D@xce, and there's: an end on't; but to delude God 
and Jury-mens Conſciences, and to baniſh harmleſs and meek men 
from their Native Country, Husbands from their dear Wives, Pa- 
xzgnts from their tender Babes,  Kinsfolk from Kinsfolk, and loyinz 

cighbours and Friends from the ſweet ſociety of their Neighbours 
and Friends; this is intolerable, and a Judgment that God will judge ! 
and I perſwade my ſelf you will ever keep your ſelf from partaking 
an ſuch groſs Iniquity, And this leads me te the confideration the 

" , Equi- 


& 
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5s: when people meet together in the Church, that Divine Service > 


%. 


that and rhe Offence 5 for in all_juſt Laws the/penalty is-norgreater 
than'the*nacure of the Fault tequires, ' Now ſuppoſing the Faulc ro 
be ſuch as the Interpreters woilld make us believe, that is, that men 
and women from an erroneous perſwafion do meet together to wor- 
ſhip God in other manner than is allowed by the Church of Eng- 
land, Can it be imagined the Pafliament would puniſh ſuch an Erxor 
as this with hortid Bawfhment for ſever years ? far be it fformus to 
thirtk ſo unworthily of at! Empbſh Parliament, No, the Tntention of 
the Parliament is manifeſt ttom the Title and Preface of the A: 
the Title, An At roprevent and ſuppreſs ſeditrons Conventicles : but what 
Sedition In worſhipping God erroneouſly ? The Preface, For remedy 
againſt Stditiou Stttaries and other difloyal perſons, who under pretence of 
Fader © beſenenk do'ut their Meetings contriove Infarreftions, &c." and 
therefore the matter of Fa&is, perſons thtering under colour and pri- 
tence of Religion ; whereby it plainly appears they intended not to 
uniſh thoſe that have no other Intention in their religious Exerciſes 
t what appears ; but ſuch as only” pretend Religion for Seditious 
ends : To ſuch indeed, where that Seditiousmind is diſcovered and 
manifeſt, the puniftiment may be proportionate; but for perſons 
that have no other intention in Meeting, 'or-at leaſt in whom no 
other intentibn can any way be made manifeſt, but to: pleaſe-God 
and fatizhe*their own Conſciences, for-them to be'puniſhed in 
this matinet,” is like as if x Parent ſhould baniſh'one of 'his Chil- 
dren out of his preſence, and From his table, into Famaicsor Barbs- 
. tbs to be educated amdng his Cow-berds 2nd Hog-berds for ſeven 
. years, becauſe he hath a weak ſtomach and cannot-eat the wholſome 
Food of the other Children, Therefor&'it is wholly ts be held that 
either this is not the puniſhment, or that is not the offence ; for there 
18 16 proportion between them; 
' ASvin, how'can'tt be imagined the Parkaniert would forbid-all 
- retiofoils Meerings, ſave at The Pariſh Churcly; becauſe" thirty men 
ortce.cime out © A. R Me inp to tizke # Section and Tumule 
Can any min ſuppoſe that Infurre&ions are ednrrived in 2 —_—_ in; 
of tights or an Play of all ſorts, Men, Wortien | 
Children? Surely no State or Kingdom need fearſuch Plots; Are not 
Infurre&ions rather contrived in fecrer chambers, where-queſtion= 
ftefs there axe not above five beſides thoſe of the houſhold - = 
| | oul 


Equitableneſs of the puniſhment, and the proportion that is betweer © 


© * ſhould it not therefore be prohibited for men to come together upon 
; any occaſion whatſoever. 11. any number ? You will ſay this cannog s 
be, for it will deſtroy Trading and Society ?: But what I pray, is not 
trading for Heaven and religious Society, as neceſlary as civil com- 
metce and wordly Commodities? But you will ay, They may meet 
atthe Pariſh Church for Religious Society. : But I have ſhewed be. 
fore,. that many things are to b: done1n Religion which cannot be » | « 
done there, : neither is it permitted if it could. And beſides Sediti- 
on hath been moved and acted at the publick Church, witneſs Sc 
land in the beginning of the late Wars ; and Dr, Duck, at Maggts ; 
A common thing to preach gedition in the Pulpic. Mult we there- 
fore be prohibited/from meeting at Church, and commanded to war- . 
ſhip God at home, every-Family by it ſelf ? if ſome perſons, abuſe 
of. a thing could have madeit unlawful, we ſhould by this time have 
| kid nothing lawful . -. The preaching of the Goſpel was in the pureſt 
times, done by ſome qut of envy, and yet that did not tinder 0- 
thers from doing it out of good will, The Grace of God was by ſome 
turned intaaſciviouſneſs, yet it taught others to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, &c. : Thoſe that met Seditiquſly, were there- 
' in. as offenhive to thoſe that meet now peaceably, and religiouſly, 
as they were to the King and Parliament. | | 
Now Sir, . upon the whole: matter, that I may draw to a conclu- 
fion ; Can-you. believe in. your conſcience that the Quakers and 
hers that come before you for religious Meetings, bave ſeditious In- 
tentions and. Contrivances under tbe pretence of Religion > Do you 
-thiak it poſſible for-any Witneſs or. Judge on Earth to ſatisfie your 
ſworn conſcience, that the Exerciſe of Religion among the Qeakgrs 
or any other profetſion, among us is not allowed by the Scriptures 
Lyturgy or PraRice'of the Church of Exg/and ? Miſtake me not, I 
ſay not that you cannot be ſatisfied in, coming, that ſome; profeſ- 
Honsdo err jn ſame. majters.of - Dorine.gr Practice, ſo as that .you 
can.neichgr conſent with.them, nor do they do : But can yoy take 
your Oath that, EY-ELT malicuuſly ? Can you venture youT,. ternal 
Salvation.on it, Sha beir-exercule of Religion. is a fin that deſerves , | , 
; to be _punithed with ſeven years. | 2? i 


Suppoſe the Witneſs fay,they, were met rogether at a pavate houſe 
IS. ogether, and exhorted one another, but did not = | 


either thei Prayers orExhortations out of a Book called the Lytwrgy, 
£290] a” * 


and the Judge tell you that this is ſufficient as-to matter of fact z can- 


” 


you hercupon pawn your Soul and gll your earthly comforts, that they 
are guilty according to the Indiament > They ſhall be babiſhed. -J 
of their Country for ſeven years ; Will you freely be baniſhed our 


of Heaven evermore , if they be net ſufficiently proved guilty 7 


"They ſhall be ſent to Jawaico or Barbados; Will you be ſent to Hell 


if they be not ſufficiently proved guilty > They ſhall be ſeparated 
fcom their Wives, Children, Parents, Kinsfolk, Friends and Neigh - 
bours for ſeven yeats ; will you willingly be ſeparated from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord and his holy Angels and Saints for ever, if they be 
not ſufficiently praved guilty ? They ſhall be damnified in their 
Trades, and in the comforcable enjoyment of their Families and 
Friends ; are you Willing to be curſed by,Godin your Trades, Fa- 
milies, Friends, and in whatſoever is dear to-you, if they be not ſuf- 
ficiently proved guilty > They ſhall bz hanged up as Felons if they 
return without Licence in ſeven years ſpace ; can you appeal to God 


With a good conſcience, and ſay before the great and dreadful Judge 


of Heaven and Eatth ; Lord, let me ſuffer D5ath and Damnatjon as 
a Murderer , if theſe perſons be not ſufficiently proved guilty ? 
Whoever underſtands the nature of an Oath ind Verdi, this is the 
Caſe between'the Jury-man and the Priſoner, > | 

But you will ſay, Perhaps the Judge will be angry, & threaten, and 
ſay, My Maſters, will you make a noſe of wax of the Law,and ſuffer the 
Law to be baffled ? thoſe that think to deceive the Law, the Law will 
decerve them; and perhaps I ſhall be ſent for to the Court and im» 
priſoned in the Gateboaſs, and ſo be undone by great Charges and 
loſs of my Trade. But ſuch a thing as that would be ſuch Injuſtice as 
never was heard of; and it cannot be imagined, that his Majeſty 
would ſuffr it : It is altogether improbable chat any man (hould ſuf- 
ferin this kind: I _ [uppoſe the worſtthat can be ſuppoſed ; and 
if the worſt is to be endured ; how much more when it ſhall be only 
a chiding? I ask thee again, Whether thou hadſt rather incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of God or of man > Whether thou hadſt rather ſuffer from 
men in thy Trade, Family and Liberty, or be curſed by God in them. 


- all > Whether the Gatehouſe or Hell be worſe > Whether it be not bet- 


rer to truſt God, with a good conſcience, than to truſt the Devil 

with a bad one ? If thou dolt bzlieve that God rules the world, that 

he favoureth and bleſleth the Righteous, and puniſheth the ny 
© bot 
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both. this World, "and that whic ys to othe then keep thy conſci< 
ence lean, doe ridhteouſly though'thdg ſuffer by it : Fear not thews 
that lglt the botly, and bave ho mar that thiy tan do , Bar rather fear 
him, which tc ably ro deſtroy bath body aud ſoul in H, ell. 

But why do Luſe Tuch ſevere” expoſtulations. with you, of whoſe 
Woe nrnf of conſcience I have ſo.greatand clkeat evidence ?.'T know 
you can ſooner dye.ypon. the place, then bring ingly ſuch peaceable 
perfor, Guiry; ax well knowing thatThere is 4 heavy Fo . pronoun. 
ced againſt him char (hall offend che leaft of Chriſt's little ones ; it Were 
better for him that a Milftoze were hanged about bis nech,, and he caſt 1n- 
co the dipth of rhe Sta: Iknowyon do approve of 'that moſt prudent 
counſel of Hur ao Door of Law andy the Fews, G4. 
waliet; A.5 Refr ain fr ons theſh jharrt 9d let. them aluig, 
( f hu uh ſet Nl Chr men.it will cone to ntught ;" bite 
1+ ye Cannot overt ow it) left happily ye be' found toi to 

againſt Gel, I cannot but much wonder, with what conſtience 
=o | lRivenof Fee, or one: og Magiſtrats,can yt the parts'of 
md itveſ7, zcainft theſe ps 55 » and condemn thety 
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